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Brown University, one of the oldest 
universities in the USA, originated as 
the College of Rhode Island in 1764 
and ultimately becoming known as 
Brown University in 1804. The Sharp 
Refectory, affectionately known as the 
“Ratty” is arguably the social center 
of the campus, serving over 1,500 
students per meal. The Ratty recently 
underwent major remodeling. At the 
time, acoustics were considered low 

on the pr ior i ty  l is t  to  enable 
completion of the renovations in 
the time frame allowed. As soon 
as 900+ students occupied the 
facility for a meal, it was very 
clear that something drastic had 
to be done to control the horrific 
noise problem.

After considerable research, 
Architect Aimee Lombardo chose 
to specify LEED Certified, Arctic 
White SonaKrete because of its 
attractive appearance, high GE 
81 light reflectivity and high NRC 
performance. LLB commissioned 
the acoust ic  consul t ing f i rm 
of Acentech to determine the 
speci f ied th ickness of  ½” to 
achieve a NRC of .65.

Upon completion, Aimee Lombardo 
said, “It was even smoother than 
I expected. What a difference 
it made. We are all impressed 
with SonaKrete and the ATI crew 
for their fine workmanship. We 
are definitely going to specify 
SonaKrete on future projects”.



Acoustic  Solutions
FOR SIMILAR SONAKRETE PROJECTS
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Valdosta, GA
RYERSON University SLC

Toronto, Canada

There are so many things to 
consider when designing a 
restaurant, bar, or nightclub, 
that acoustics are sometimes 
overlooked. This can have 
disastrous results, ranging 
from unhappy customers 
to costly health and safety 
violations. This can easily 
be avoided with SonaKrete 
Premium Acoustical Finish.

The res i l ient  f ibers of 
SonaKrete absorb sound 
energy instead of reflecting 
it, reducing reverberation 
time and making speech 
and music more intelligible. 
SonaKrete reduces excessive 
noise while greatly improving 
ambient sound quality.

SonaKrete is available in 
two standard colors, and can 
also be produced in custom 
matched, integrated colors.

Why do you need to 

consider acoustics?
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Lunder Arts Center is the home of Lesley University’s College of Art and Design. The 
center consist of a new, modern facility, which connects to a historic church, that now 

serves as the library. In order to address the need for acoustics, without compromising 

the design, or sustainability objectives, SonaKrete white and SonaKrete custom color 

were utilized for the center. SonaKrete absorbs echo, reverberation and excessive 

noise to make speech and music more intelligible. In addition to acoustic performance, 

SonaKrete white provides high light reflectance, to enhance natural day lighting, while 
the application of SonaKrete in a custom gray color, enhances the sleek design.


